Encephalopathy and an elevated serum aluminum level in a patient receiving intravesical alum irrigation for severe urinary hemorrhage.
Intravesical alum irrigation is reported to be an effective and relatively safe means of controlling severe urinary hemorrhage. We describe a patient who experienced severe encephalopathy, metabolic acidosis and unexplained coagulopathy while receiving continuous intravesical alum irrigation. The serum aluminum level was elevated. The probable role of alum absorption from the bladder as the etiology of the encephalopathy and metabolic abnormalities, as well as the pathophysiology of aluminum metabolism are discussed. Guidelines for the use of intravesical alum irrigation in patients at high risk for the development of these abnormalities are proposed.